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CEFPI Foundation & Charitable Trust

Request for Research Proposals
INTRODUCTION

The CEFPI Foundation & Charitable Trust invites research proposals dealing with issues concerning “Where Children Learn™”. This avenue of inquiry may involve but is not limited to the following educational planning and environmental psychology issues: learning environment (technology and facilities), which affects the learning process, learning organization, learning partnerships and learning staffing, and thereby affects learning outcomes.  New research can and should build on what is already known with focus on areas that need further examination.  Past reference studies may include Maxwell (1999), School Building Renovation and Student Performance; Lewis (2001), Facility Conditions and Student Test Performance in the Milwaukee Public Schools; Scheider (2002), Do School Facilities Affect Academic Outcomes; Higgins, et al (2005), The Impact of School Environments: A Review of Literature; and the work of Jackson (2005, The Power of Learning Environments: How the School Facility Affects Learning.

The emphasis of each proposal shall be on the impact of variables in the physical environment on student behavior, attitudes, and learning outcomes, and/or the physical environment’s influence on teacher behavior, attitudes, and performance.  Researchers may submit projects under the categories of quantitative, qualitative, or mixed methodology.  

The Foundation will consider multiple proposals and may fund up to three (3) submissions this year to a total of $25,500.  Awards may range from multiple awards totaling $25,500 to a single award of $25,500 (or some combinational thereof).  If multiple awards are made, one award will be reserved for students completing a Master’s or Doctoral thesis / dissertation.  Proposal submitted in the thesis / dissertation category will be judged independently from those submitted in the general category. The thesis / dissertation category should not be confused with joint faculty / student research which will be judged with other proposals submitted in the general research category.

Proposals should be developed in APA style (Fifth Edition) and delivered electronically in MS Word format no later than March 16, 2007 to sarat@cefpi.org and contain no more than 1,500 words including the reference section. The budget section may include an additional 350 words, if necessary.  

The one-page cover sheet will provide identifying information. No identifying information should be included in the body of the proposal. A blind review process will be used to evaluate each proposal.  Therefore, make no reference to person, institution, or specific location that would identify the researcher(s).  It is permissible to refer to “an inner-city elementary school in the Midwest” in describing the setting / context of the study.  

Questions regarding the proposals should be directed to Sarat Pratapchandran, Research and Grants Coordinator.  The awards for the year 2007 will be made on or about May 1, 2007. 

COVER PAGE (ALL PROPOSALS)
Title

Capture the essence of the proposed research project in the title.

Research Methodology
Specify Quantitative, Qualitative or Mixed Methodology

Project Director/Researcher

Please list the project director and primary researchers involved in this project. Please include contact information and vitas for each individual named.  Student researchers should provide the name and institutional affiliation of the thesis / dissertation chair. 
Institutional, Agency or Organizational Assurances

Provide a statement that the proposal meets institutional, agency or organizational research and grant requirements and is approved by authorized institutional, agency or organizational staff.

DEADLINES AND INTERIM PROGRESS REPORT SCHEDULES

Researchers selected to conduct studies should submit their completed report no later than July 1, 2008.  Interim progress reports are required and should be submitted according to the following schedule:

	    Interim Progress Report Schedule
	Deadline

	First Progress Report
	November 1, 2007

	Second Progress Report
	February 1, 2008

	Final Draft
	March 1, 2008

	Draft bound and packaged
	June 1, 2008


The CEFPI Foundation & Charitable Trust believes that any research award granted by the Foundation comes from its membership to prove the vital link between the built environment and student performance.  Failure to follow the above interim progress report schedule may result in suspension of funds.

Questions regarding the proposals and report timings should be directed to Sarat Pratapchandran, research and grants coordinator, at 480.391.0840 or e-mail: sarat@cefpi.org.  The awards for the year 2007 are anticipated to be made on or about May 1, 2007.

FOR PROJECTS USING QUANTITATIVE METHODOLOGY

Each of the following categories must be addressed in order to receive full consideration:

PROPOSAL BODY

Problem Statement (30 points)

· What are the goals and objectives of the study?

· Is there a theoretical implication of the study? If so, how does it relate to previous work in the area?

· How does the study contribute to and/or extend previous works in the area?

· If there are theoretical propositions, how were they derived and how will they be tested?

Research Question(s)/Hypotheses (20 points)

· Describe the research questions the study will attempt to address

· State the hypotheses

· Describe how the research questions/hypotheses relate to the problem

· Explain how they will inform the design of the study?

Assumptions (10 points)

· Describe the assumptions made about the methodology of the study, the subjects, curriculum, philosophy of teaching and learning, and measurement of achievement, behavior, and/or attitudes in given environmental settings?

Methodology (20 points)

· Describe the research setting or context.

· Describe the sampling procedures or the method by which you will choose the subjects.

· Describe data collection methods. 

· Describe the statistical processes used to evaluate the hypotheses.

Findings (5 points)

· Discuss how you plan to organize and disseminate your findings

Time Line (5 points)

· Develop a timeline for the completion of the study in 12 months, including the interim (at the end of the 6th month of the study) and final reports.

References (5 points)

Budget (5 points)

· Develop a detailed budget not to exceed $25,500.

· Note 1: Exclude miscellaneous or otherwise undefined budget categories.

· Note 2: Computer hardware / software or other equipment will not be funded.

· Note 3: Institution overhead should not exceed 10% of the requested budget.

· Note 4: CEFPI may pay a defined stipend for researchers, but those funds will not apply to salary payment.

FOR PROJECTS USING QUALITATIVE METHODOLOGY

Each of the following categories must be addressed in order to receive full consideration:

PROPOSAL BODY

Overall Purpose and Goals of the Study  (20 points)

· State the purpose, goals and / or objectives of the study.

· Identify and explain the type of research phenomena you plan to investigate (e.g. lived experience, society and culture, language and communication, etc.)

· Explain how the study will provide insight and understanding of the phenomena you plan to investigate. 

· Describe how the educational facility relates to the phenomena you plan to investigate. 

The Qualitative Research Tradition (20 points)

· Identify and explain the type of research tradition(s) which provide the underpinnings of the study (e.g., ethnography, phenomenology, heuristics, symbolic interactionism, etc.)

· Describe how the identified tradition(s) will help you frame the research problem and research questions.

The Research Problem (20 points)

· State the research problem.

· State the any overarching question(s) and specific research questions the study will address.  

· Cite research relevant to the research problem to be studied.

Research Design and Methodology  (20 points)

· Describe the research setting or context.

· Describe the method by which you will choose the participants

· Describe data collection methods. 

· Describe the researcher’s relationship with the participants in the study

Findings (5 points)

· Discuss how you plan to organize and disseminate your findings

Time Line (5 points)

· Develop a timeline for the completion of the study in 12 months, including the interim (at the end of the 6th month of the study) and final reports.

References (5 points)

Budget (5 points)

· Develop a detailed budget not to exceed $25,500.

· Note 1: Exclude miscellaneous or otherwise undefined budget categories.

· Note 2: Computer hardware / software or other equipment will not be funded.

· Note 3: Institution overhead should not exceed 10% of the requested budget.

· Note 4: CEFPI will pay a defined stipend for researchers, but will not apply those funds to salary payment.

FOR PROJECTS USING MIXED METHODOLOGY

Researchers who submit proposals using mixed methodology will be required to address both quantitative and qualitative aspects of the study.

PROPOSAL BODY

Quantitative Aspects

Problem Statement (20 points)

· What are the goals and objectives of the study?

· Is there a theoretical implication of the study? If so, how does it relate to previous work in the area?

· How does the study contribute to and/or extend previous works in the area?

· If there are theoretical propositions, how were they derived and how will they be tested?

Research Question(s)/Hypotheses (10 points)

· Describe the research questions the study will attempt to address

· State the hypotheses

· Describe how the research questions/hypotheses relate to the problem

· Explain how they will inform the design of the study?

Assumptions (5 points)

· Describe the assumptions made about the methodology of the study, the subjects, curriculum, philosophy of teaching and learning, and measurement of achievement, behavior, and/or attitudes in given environmental settings?

Methodology (10 points)

· Describe the research setting or context.

· Describe the sampling procedures or the method by which you will choose the subjects.

· Describe data collection methods. 

· Describe the statistical processes used to evaluate the hypotheses.

Qualitative Aspects

Overall Purpose and Goals of the Study  (10 points)

· State the purpose, goals and / or objectives of the study.

· Identify and explain the type of research phenomena you plan to investigate (e.g. lived experience, society and culture, language and communication, etc.)

· Explain how the study will provide insight and understanding of the phenomena you plan to investigate. 

· Describe how the educational facility relates to the phenomena you plan to investigate. 

The Qualitative Research Tradition (10 points)

· Identify and explain the type of research tradition(s) which provide the underpinnings of the study (e.g., ethnography, phenomenology, heuristics, symbolic interactionism, etc.)

· Describe how the identified tradition(s) will help you frame the research problem and research questions.

The Research Problem (10 points)

· State the research problem.

· State the any overarching question(s) and specific research questions the study will address.  

· Cite research relevant to the research problem to be studied.

Research Design and Methodology  (5 points)

· Describe the research setting or context.

· Describe the sampling procedures or the method by which you will choose the participants

· Describe data collection methods. 

· Describe the researcher’s relationship with the participants in the study

Findings (5 points)

· Discuss how you plan to organize and disseminate your findings

Time Line (5 points)

· Develop a timeline for the completion of the study in 12 months, including the interim (at the end of the 6th month of the study) and final reports.

References (5 points)

Budget (5 points)

· Develop a detailed budget not to exceed $25,500.

· Note 1: Exclude miscellaneous or otherwise undefined budget categories.

· Note 2: Computer hardware / software or other equipment will not be funded.

· Note 3: Institutional overhead should not exceed 10% of the requested budget.

· Note 4: CEFPI may pay a defined stipend for researchers, but those funds will to salary payment.

DISSEMINATION

Upon completion of the research project, three bound copies of the report developed according to APA standards shall be sent to the CEFPI Foundation & Charitable Trust at the address below. In addition an electronic version in MS Word should be submitted to the CEFPI Foundation at sarat@cefpi.org. This report should be edited and ready for publication by CEFPI. Any tables and graphics should be camera ready. The length of the final report may range from 2,500 to 5,000 words. CEFPI retains the right to publish and disseminate any study approved for funding, without any further payment to the author.  CEFPI may also request that the author present the findings at an upcoming International Conference.  In such an event, expenses for travel and lodging will be paid by CEFPI, outside the budget of this project.
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